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and the nurse's treachery is revealed only by her action:
Lamkin

Knocked at the front door
And the nurse let him by.

This text shows the qualities of a typical modern American
version so well that it is worth quoting in full:

THE PROUD LAMKIN

Oh, a better man than the Lamkin
He never built with stone.
He built Dundreary's framehouse
But of payment got none,

'Ho, give to me, Dundreary,
So give to me my hire,
Come give to me, Dundreary,
Or I'll burn your house with fire.*

Said Dundreary to his lady
They was walking on the quay
'Look out for bold Lamkin
When he comes up this way/

'Why should I beware Lamkin ?
Why need I look out for him
When my doors are fast bolted
And my windows pinned in ?'

Dundreary hadn't gone an hour
When proud Lamkin come nigh,
He knocked at the front door
And the nurse let him by.

'Where's the men of the house ?'
Spake up the bold Lamkin.
They're in the barn threshing,
And they'll not come in.'